
Although we were not able to meet in person this year due to Covid-19, our students were able to capture the spirit, 
bravery, and commitment to country that our veterans portrayed during their time in the service. 
The Veterans Day activities that we engage in at Kennedy Middle School are some of the most important work we do 
with our students all year. 

Andrew Zitoli, principal, Kennedy Middle School 

Natick Veterans Services Officer Paul Carew, left, and Principal Andrew Zitoli at the 2019 Veterans Breakfast. 



Paul Carew, center, raises the “Purple Heart 
Community” flag during Veterans Day obser-
vances on Nov. 11, 2020, at the Community-
Senior Center. 
 
As Veterans Services Officer, Carew is in charge 
of organizing ceremonies for Memorial Day and 
Veterans Day. 

Paul Carew, Veterans Services Officer  
for the towns of Natick and Dover 

 
Vietnam War Veteran, U.S. Marine Corps 



Allison “Doc” Blaney 

U.S. Army, 1943-45; U.S. Air Force, 1946-63 

Questions from Jonah S. 
Where did you get your nickname from? 
Answer: I was a combat medic, and when a man was wounded, he always called for the 
doc. 
How did you feel when the war started? Startled? Restless? Happy? 
Answer: When I heard the war had started, I was like the other men around where I 

lived. When I tried to get in either the Army or Navy, since I was a Canadian citizen I 

had to wait until I was 18. 

 

Questions from Aishu Saravanan 
What was the biggest challenge you faced? 
Answer: My biggest challenge was trying to stay alive while trying to save a wounded 
man.  
How close were you with the other members of the Army? 
Answer: Sometimes you could have a close friendship with two or three men. Whenev-
er we were in formation our commander would tell us to look at the men around you. 
Now they are your brothers, so you must take care of each other as he is your brother. 
 

Posters created by Jonah S. and Aishu Saravanan 



Questions from Oliver Zawadzki 
1. What do you in your spare time (if you have any)? 
Answer: Every war is different in its own way, but one thing that is a common thread is spare time. 
You don’t really have a lot of spare time because your unit is performing 24/7 operations. There is some 
down time, but not much. In my case I would do some reading, go over some of my reports I had to get 
to my higher headquarters, or many times I would go work out. We also had an opportunity to go on 
leave for two weeks during both of my deployments to Iraq. 
2. Sun Tzu said “All war is based on deception” in the “The Art of War.” Is this true, and if so, how was 
it implemented? 
Answer: There is a lot of truth in Sun Tzu saying “All war is based on deception.” Though, this really 
applies to the battle at hand or in the pre-planning phase of the upcoming operation. 
A good example of this would be the Normandy invasion of France in WWII. This is where the Allies 
deceptively put together a fictional army to make it look like they would be attacking at Calais instead 
of Normandy, which is where the Allies landed to begin their foothold on Europe. 
In my operations during my two tours in Iraq, there really wasn’t a deception plan because our opera-
tional mission included base defense, support operations to include civil operations trying to win the 
hearts and minds of the local community in Iraq. We did this by providing school supplies to schools in 
the area, building a local market for local citizens to shop at, and by infusing money into their local 
economy which allowed some Iraqi citizens to start a small business. 
 
 
Questions from Eva Sotiri 
1. What is your favorite memory from your time in the Air Force/Army? 
Answer: That is a tough question to answer honestly because I have so many great memories from my 
time in both the Air Force and Army. But if I was to sum it up, it would be the opportunity to have 
served with some of best Airmen and Soldiers that one could ask for. In addition, having the opportuni-
ty to be part of something bigger than one’s self such as the “Cold War” or Iraqi Freedom. 
 
2. Did you like the Air Force better, or the Massachusetts Army National Guard, and why? 
Answer: I was fortunate to have served in two different services, the Air Force and Army. I served 30 
years combined between these two services. My time in each of these services came during some inter-
esting times for our country. 
When I was in the Air Force, I was part of the “Cold War” in that I commanded a missile combat crew 
of a nuclear missile silo. During this time I was promoted to Captain. I was part of the Strategic Air 
Command. It no longer exists now. It was a very structured environment, so not a lot of latitude in mak-
ing any mistakes. 
My two tours in Iraq with the Army as both a Battalion (Lt. Col) and Brigade Commander (Colonel) 
gave me a little more latitude in conducting our operations. 
 
 

William Callahan 
U.S. Air Force, 1982-87, U.S. Army National Guard, 1989-2012  

Three posters made by Oliver Zawadzki, Eva Sotiri and Alish McDonough 



Questions from Ailish McDonough 

 

1. What was it like fighting in WWII? 

Answer: I didn’t fight in WWII because I wasn’t born until 1960. I have the utmost respect and 
admiration for all those that served in WWII, especially those that made the ultimate sacrifice, 
because they are all part of the “Greatest Generation” and made not only a difference in WWII 
but in the lives of all Americans since then. 

 

2. Did you enjoy your experience in the Army? 

Answer: I thoroughly enjoyed my experience in the Army, especially my two tours in Iraq. I 
had the pleasure of serving with a great bunch of soldiers who all were committed to accom-
plishing the mission at hand. My time in the Army gave me the unique opportunity to not only 
test my leadership and managerial experience, but my ability to work with and manage a team 
to accomplish a set of objectives to achieve that mission. 
Commander (Colonel) gave me a little more latitude in conducting our operations. 
 

William Callahan 
U.S. Air Force, 1982-87, U.S. Army National Guard, 1989-2012  

Three posters made by Oliver Zawadzki, Eva Sotiri  

and Alish McDonough 



 

Thomas Crosby 
Vietnam War Veteran, U.S. Navy 

Poster(s) created by:  
Ryan Peasley and Natalie McDonough 

1. What was it like growing up in Natick back when you 
were little?  

 Ryan, I moved to Natick when I was ten years old. I came 
from Newton, Mass. We move to Natick because there were sev-
eral years of construction going on in our neighborhood. My par-
ents wanted to move to a town where there was less activity. They 
also had friends in Natick, whom we visited many times. One of 
my favorite things to do visiting Natick was fishing on Lake 
Cochituate. I transferred from a parochial school to St. Patrick's in 
Natick. There were no school-sponsored athletic programs at St 
Patrick's. We would play baseball, football, golf, etc., but they 
were pickup games with no adult supervision. We played games 
in our neighborhood. The only supervised, structured activity I 
had was Target Shooting. When I went to Natick High School, we 
stilled had pickup games in my community with no adult supervi-
sion. I did continue my supervised target shooting. I did partici-
pate in high school athletic programs too. The most significant 
difference between Natick now when I grew up is, I believe, that 
you have many more structured, supervised activities. 
 
 

2. How was working in the Army and the ASA.  
 Army Security Agency was a Signal Intelligence Organi-
zation. The Standards were high for the members both in intelli-
gence test scores and Security Clearances. All ASA members had 
to have a Top-Secret Crypto Security Clearance and have test 
scores in the top ten percent on the Army tests. All ASA person-
nel enlisted for four years. The four-year enlistment was a year 
longer than a regular army enlistment. The extra year was due to 
the extended training ASA personnel could receive. For example, 
I was to go to school for the Chinese Language, a 1-year course at 
the Army Language school. Then I would have to be cross-trained 
in another skill. The security required for ASA personal made 
ASA a close-knit organization. We were isolated from other Ar-
my units. In some locations, we could not wear our ASA Patches. 
For example, in Vietnam, we were called the 509th Radio Re-
search Group. In other places, we wore civilian clothes. We could 
not talk about our work with our family or friends. We worked 8-
hour days most of the time. That was because we had three shifts 
a day. For some jobs, we did work longer hours since there 
were no shifts for those jobs. We were proud of the work we 
did even if we could not tell others about it.  



William Gallagher,  
Vietnam War Veteran, U.S. Army 

Posters Created by: Olivia Penn  
and Annabelle (no last name)  

Questions from Annabelle 
Did you make any long-lasting friendships? 
How was the food? 
Are you glad that you fought? 
What was the best thing you learned from your experience? 
What was the most challenging thing during when you served? 
Do you think people should be part of the military now? 
What did you do after you served if you didn’t continue serving? 
 

I want to thank the three young people for their beautiful work that went into making 

these posters. It really touched me, great job. Thank you, Olivia, Annabelle and un-

known. 

 

Now to answer your questions. 

Yes, I made a few friends, but long lasting, no, because once you come home, you lose 

contact. 

The food for me was much better than the soldiers in the field. 

I was more glad I didn’t have to fight. I was never put in that position. 

The best thing I learned from my experience is that there’s no place like home. 

One of the most challenging things was dealing with the heat, no breaks. 

Yes, I think everyone that is capable should serve in the military or some similar ser-

vice, say the Peace Corps, to give back a piece of life and freedoms that was given to 

you. 

I did many things and had many jobs over the years after my service. I retired from the 

city of Newton after 25 years. I also served for 10 years in the National Guard. 



Poster created by Shalie Rutledge 
 

Questions from Shalie Rutledge 
What branch did you serve in? 
Are you glad you joined? 

 

Elliot Goodman’s answers: 

“Elliot was in the Army, an experience that he is glad that he 

had in his life. Thank you for the poster.” 

Elliot Goodman 
U.S. Army, 1953-55 

Elliot Goodman at his Oral History Project interview in 2017, showing photos of his 
father, left, and himself. 



Warren Griffin, U.S. Marine Corps, 1968-70 

Three posters created by  

Matheus (or Matthew) Silva  

(other two posters had no names or questions) 



Questions from Matthew Schoenig 
Are there any specific places that you remem-
ber fighting in? 
Answer: Saipan, Iwo Jima and Tinian 
What did you do after your retired from the 
military? 
Answer: Worked for H.P. Hood in Boston 
(they made milk and ice cream products). 
Worked as a mechanic on their trucks. 

Larry Hunnewell 
World War II, U.S. Navy 

Poster created by Matthew Schoenig (two 
other posters created by other students) 



Questions from Sahana Radhakrishnan 
 
Did you ever have to use your gun in another country? 
Answer: I used my rifle only for Army-authorized tar-
get practice. In a safe, approved area. 
 
If you didn’t join the Army, what would you have 
done? 
Answer: I only joined the Army because of being 
drafted for military service by the United States of 
America, which was an honor and a privilege. I had 
some casual thoughts of joining the military service on 
my own. But I had a job, after attending Wentworth 
Institute, with some potential for advancement and 
planned on staying with the company/ITEK Corp. 

David Josselyn 
U.S. Army, 1966-69  

Poster created by Sahana Radhakrishnan  
(other three posters had no names or questions) 



Joseph A. Keefe 
U.S. Army, 1952-54 

Posters created by Kaylin Salvatici and Alex Rendall 

Questions from Kaylin Salvatici 
What was it like coming into war at the height of it? 
What did you think the war was going to be like vs. what it actually was? 
 

Question from Alex Rendall 
How did it feel going into a war? 

Response from Dr. Keefe: 
 First of all, I thank the two of you for the “posters” you created. 
My family enjoyed looking at them. 
 The answer to both students’ questions are contained in the fol-
lowing response: 
 “I graduated from college at the end of May. I knew that I would 
be drafted. Thus, I went to the Draft Board and had my ‘call up date’ 
moved to late June. I did not want the draft notice to ‘hang over my head’ 
across the summer. 
 “I was prepared to participate in whatever manner I was assigned 
to the military. I was almost made a Marine. My number was 1. All the men 
around me who were number 2 automatically became Marines. 
 “I received basic training as an infantry man. I turned down the 
opportunity to become an officer because I planned to go to graduate 
school. I would have to commit to a four-year enlistment if I chose the OCS 
route. 
 “I shipped overseas right after Christmas with 3,200 other men 
bound for Japan. We were sent to a replacement depot. One’s name was 
called out to designate where you were going to be assigned. The majority 
of the men went to Korea. My good fortune occurred because a Colonel at 
the depot needed a secretary and he desired one who was a college gradu-
ate. It was a wonderful example of ‘bring at the right place at the right 
time.’ 
 “It turned out to be a very interesting position, and I thrived in it 
and in the opportunity to learn about the Japanese culture. Years later, I was 
instrumental in helping to establish a Japanese school for children with au-
tism. The Higashi School is currently located in Randolph, Mass. 
 “I wish both of you much success in the future. Always keep in 
mind that your effort will bring you success.” 



From Thomas S.: 
 
What did it feel like to do all those bombing missions 
and get shot at and survive? 
How did you feel when you saw the “Thanks” message 

in flowers? 

 

What did it feel like? Of course, hindsight has to go with 
my answer. 
Actually, it was hardest for me to go on a mission after 
not having flown for more than just a day or two.  
In the airplane we were busy - each crew member had 
something to do, and we were in mortal danger at 20,000 
feet and minus 60-degree temperatures in a machine with 
2,780 gallons of gasoline and 6,000 pounds of bombs 
flying at 200 mph in close formation with others of more 
than just flak. Flak was scary, especially over a heavily 
defended target such as Berlin, but it didn’t feel personal. 
We were doing what we were trained for and they were 
doing the same. So it was until I saw a bomber go down 
and crash.  
We had little regard for what our bombs were actually 
doing - we were “depriving the enemy of his capability to 
wage war.” When there was a close burst we would won-
der if there was damage which wouldn’t show up until 
later. I never experienced a fighter attack. My reaction 
might then have been as to a personal one.  
The Chowhound missions were a different story. The first 
one was a just a lark until “THANKS” on the ground with 
flowers. We were being thanked for doing something for 
instead of to. I still choke up over that. I am grateful for 
having participated in those. 

Mathias Leupold, WWII Veteran, U.S. Army Air Force 

Posters Created by: Emery Spiegel and Thomas S.  

From Emery Spiegel: 
 
What part of the military were you in? 
Where did you have to go when you were in the military? 
 

I was in what was originally the U.S. Army Air Corps. When avia-
tion went big time in WW II, the Air Corps became the Army Air 
Forces.  
An air force was a separate command equivalent to an army on the 
ground or a navy fleet. The 1st, 2nd, 3rd air forces were training 
commands based in the U.S. The 8h, based in England brought the 
air war to Germany The 9th, eventually based in France, was spun 
off from the 8th. The 8th was a strategic command; the 9th was 
tactical. That is, the 8th was dedicated to “depriving the enemy of 
his war making capability” while the 9th provided help to our 
ground forces. 
Most of my 2 1/2  years in the army was in training in the U.S., 
and most of that in several places in Florida. After several months 
in the air corps “pipeline” I was classified for pilot training, my 
first choice. Pre-flight, primary, basic, and advanced was the se-
quence. Even though I had soloed and thought I was doing quite 
well, I was eliminated from primary - insufficient progress was the 
verdict. Fortunately, I was reclassified for navigation training. For 
that I had to go to gunnery school first. Except for the two pilots, 
everyone else on a bomber was also an aerial gunner. 
After navigation school I went to Drew Field in Tampa where B-
17 crews were being formed for the Eighth Air force. Thereafter I 
was part of a crew. We trained together learning to function as a 
crew.  
We shipped to Scotland on the Queen Elizabeth along with about 
fifteen thousand others in December ‘44. Our crew was assigned to 
the Eighth Air Force 385th Bomb Group in East Anglia. we flew 
bombing missions over Germany in winter/spring ‘45. until the 
war ended with VE Day on May 8. 



Questions from Kaylee Spriggs 
What was the food like? 
Answer: Not bad! I used to eat everything and even took sec-
ond helpings! 
What was it like to serve that long? 
Answer: Kaylee, time flies! You will learn that as you get 
older! As I advanced in rank, I developed a lot of friendships 
with other soldiers, some of which I kept in contact with for 
several years. 
 

Questions from Sarah Lindgren 
If you scared to get pulled into the war, why did you stay in 
the Army? 
Answer: It was not a question of being pulled into the war. As 
a young man in the late 1950s, I had the following options — 
enlist in one of the services for four years: Army, Navy, Ma-
rines, Air Force, Coast Guard for a four-year enlistment; at-
tend a four-year college and provided that I maintained pass-
ing grades, I could be exempt from the draft, which was the 
law at the time. Since I was not going to college at the time, I 
chose to enlist in the National Guard for a period of six years. 
This would allow me to hold a good job while attending col-
lege in the evenings. 
 
Was becoming an officer worth the stressful years of school 
that you had to do? 
Answer: Yes, it was worth it! Going through officers training 
taught me a great deal about self-confidence, motivating others 
and becoming a leader. Half of our incoming class at Massa-
chusetts Military Academy did not graduate. 
 
What were some of the pros and cons of being an officer? 
Answer: As an officer, you have to plan your personal life 

around the National Guard’s drill schedule and the annual two-

week summer encampments. On the other hand, as an officer, 

you learn how to motivate men and to help them develop as 

responsible and mature men. Being responsible for 113 men 

and their well-being helped me develop as a leader. 

 

Silvio Mandino 
U.S. Army National Guard, 1959-69 

Posters created by Kaylee Spriggs and Sarah Lindgren 

Silvio Mandino’s graduation photo from 
the Massachusetts Military Academy in 
1964. 



Questions from Ashur Rice 
Should I join the military? 
Answer: The military has some good op-
portunities. 
You have to go online and place this 
question in your search for some real 
good answers. 
 
What is industrial arts? 
Answer: It is a teaching class that helps 
you with working with your hands-on 
projects. 
 
Should I go to Keefe Tech instead of Na-
tick High, and what’s the difference? 
Answer: That depends on many things. 
It is best to talk to your guidance counse-
lor and your teachers. 
The difference is that you can learn a di-
rect trade after you graduate from Keefe 
Tech. 
But college may have other opportunities 
that you should explore with help from 
your teachers and guidance counselor. 
 
Did you agree with the military presence 
in Korea and the rest of the war on Com-
munism? 
Answer: As of now, I think we ( the 

USA) should have some presence there in 

Korea. Yes. 
 

Nicholas Paganella 
U.S. Army, 1954-56 

Poster created by Ashur Rice 



Jerry Payton, Vietnam War Veteran, U.S. Air Force 

Posters Created By: Sam Shuman and Seamus Ryan  

Questions from Sam Shuman 

How hard was it to serve?  
Living conditions were tough, but the work had purpose.  
 
How were your meals? 
At first I ate mostly C-rations from a can; today they call them 
MREs. It wasn’t great, but it did the trick. Later the Army set 
up a mess tent where they served hot meals. That was a real 
treat. 
 
How long was your working day? 
When I was on base I worked 12 hours/day. When I was in the 
field there was no time limit, you stayed in the jungle until the 
mission was complete. 
 
When could you see your family? 

I didn’t see my family until I returned home from Viet Nam, 
13 months after I left. 

Questions from Seamus Ryan 
 
Did you ever get a serious injury? 
I was never seriously injured. 
 
How long did  you serve for? 
I spent four years in the military. 



Lewis A. Oxford, U.S. Coast Guard, 1944-46, U.S. Navy, 1946-72 

Mr. Oxford served as a steward and storekeeper in the Coast 

Guard, as well as in the Naval Reserves. 



 

Edward S. Radock 
World War II Veteran, U.S. Navy 

Posters Created by: 
Camie Medrano and Alliea  

 

 

Being able to help our country defeat the Japanese military to 
keep our country safe and protect our citizens forever. We are 
the greatest country in the world. I enlisted in the Navy on 
October 27, 1942. It was Navy Day. I boarded the train from 
Clinton, MA to go to Boston enlist. On November 3, 1942 I 
was sworn into the Navy in Boston at the Post Office. My 
father had signed my papers for me so that I could enlist as I 
was still in high school at the time. 

Is there anything you regret? 

I have no regrets being a Radarman 2/c, and being in 17 suc-
cessful battles aboard the USS Baltimore made me very 
proud to have been able to help the effort. You always had 
doubt about being injured. Especially being in the middle of 
typhoons that almost seemed worse than the war itself, I be-
came the Senior Petty Officer of my division. It was a great 
honor.I am proud to have served in the greatest Navy in WW 
II, and am proud that I was able to serve my country so that 
we can all enjoy the freedoms that we have today.  

I would like to thank you also for the beautiful posters. 

 

 

 

 

 

What made you go into war? 


